Ecclesiastical Disorders                          133

churchpeople led by the Duke of Newcastle visited Temple at
Lambeth, bearing with them a protest signed by 14,000 lay
communicants. The Archbishop argued with them, chid them,
and finally blessed them. And, as had happened and was to hap-
pen so often in the troubles of the Church, nothing very serious
came of all the turmoil. Some of the clergy abandoned incense
and processional lights, the majority quietly continued as be-
fore; and the bishops, having obtained the opinion of their
metropolitans, showed little desire to apply it.

But a ruder and rougher adversary than Sir William Har-
court had emerged from the 'Protestant underworld.' It is a
humiliating reflection on the temper at that time of the Church
of England that the activities of such a man as Mr. John Kensit
should have been so much as temporarily tolerated. Under his
direction gangs of men invaded 'ritualist' churches and inter-
rupted the services with noisy and often blasphemous inter-
jections. They even provoked a scene of scandalous disorder at
the confirmation of Dr. Creighton as Bishop of London in.
1894. These outrages, although condemned by the bishops
(themselves a favourite target for Mr. Kensit's abuse), were
looked upon with sympathy by numbers of respectable people
who would not have countenanced public disorders in any
other sphere than that of religion. 'Lady Wimborne is now
called "Kensitina" / Halifax wrote to his wife in July 1898,
'quite a nice name/9 In the previous May Mr. Kensit, by pro-
mising to abstain for two months from the interruption of ser-
vices, had prevailed upon Bishop Creighton to present a pro-
test against 'unlawful' services to the Upper House of Canter-
bury Convocation. On the expiration of the time limit he re-
sumed his activities, which brought his supporters during the
late summer into their first recorded contact with Halifax.

Agnes* and I [Halifax "wrote to his wife] were at St. Michael's
*His daughter.